Cittadellarte's vision and contribution to nurope 01 and nurope beyond

Since Pistoletto and a group of researchers met in Cittadellarte in 2002 and began discussing the need/opportunity to open the University of Ideas platform by launching a spinoff from it into the management arena, long time has passed and many developments have arisen.

One element, though, that was there at the beginning as a challenge, has not yet been fully explored and achieved: how viable and realistic can a nomadic university be? How can we rely on a network of existing administrative bodies to take the weight of the organisation and running of such an initiative?

Abo Turku lead has developed Nurope to a very exciting and interesting point; Cittadellarte strongly believes that there is still high potential for Nurope especially in the following perspective.

Learning from Biella Oasis and the following ones:

· the representatives of the milieu who participated in Biella by meeting the nomads, gave a very clear feedback in the days/weeks after the oasis. They felt they had been priviledged to confront with such an audience. Questions they had been asked or that were merely latent in the background of the discussion left them with a legacy of awareness of the continuously changing borders of the land they had previously thought were static. Their own landscape is changing and nomads feel these changes earlier and with sharper senses. Nomads know borders, cross boundaries, explore edges, pass on elements from outside in, they affect and in return are affected...

· Nurope acts as a positive organism that contributes to organic processes of autonomous growth and eteronomous adaptation of a host body; this viral dynamics can be fostered and even brought up as the leading feature to offer to receiving bodies. Question: who could benefit from such a challenging intrusion? and who would pay for it? Who would accept the risk of a previously non measurable gain?

· Questions generate and feed knowledge, answers organise it; nomads are not answers providers, rather they are questioners, problem setters. They tend to ask the "wrong" questions, the difficult ones, the global ones, the unconvenient ones. As artists do.

· This approach produces knowledge not only for the receiving bodies, but as well for the nomads; learning by doing, learning by sharing, learning by becoming the other through a mirroring action. Experiencing through the nomadic university of art philosophy and enterprise the "world" of an enterpreneur or that of a local council chairholder, nomads feel and grasp with inner senses its complexity and specifities via direct interpersonal and contextual relations.

Much could be elaborated on this subject, and certainly literature exists that might be of interest: from the academic research on creativity within communities and groups to neuroscience most recent findings on "social intelligence", as Daniel Goleman puts it, just to name a few lines of thought.

It is relevant here for us to point out why does the nomadic university of art philosophy and enterprise entail such an approach. Where does it come from and why would it be any different from any other group of interested/interesting people or consultants?

Is art the ingredient that can make the difference?

Is art where this "predisposition" to question and shaping the context around relies on?

Is art the resource for free thought and out of the box approach?

Is art a source for autonomy and then responsibilty?

Is art at all dealing with the quest for becoming responsable individuals, rather than just more efficient individuals, citizens, producers, consumers.

Cittadellarte is founded on this very ground: art is all that.

In 2002, we published the Manifesto of the Art and the Enterprise ***

Art joins the enterpreneurial productive arena with the aim of contributing together to foster and practice a fully aware approach to every aspect of doing, from manufacturing  to organisation management, from supply chain to waste disposal, from interpersonal relations to economics anf technological divides. It is not a perspective of efficiency that drives this conjunction; rather it is the awareness of being at a global turning point, for as unconvenient this truth can be. 

The first and most motivated "runners" along this turning perspective, those who earlier get equipped culturally, technically and business wise, for this new competitive global scenario, will not only be at the frontline of the pioneers for innovative sustainable solutions for everyone, but will also be the ones who will gain the most from this new challenge.

Along this line, there is a ideal focal point where shareholders' profit overlaps with common good and this is where art and enterprise meet.

This quest and this vision need places to be explored and shared.

Such places cannot be just the elitarian cultural institutions, nor just the academies.

Enterprises offer a huge opportunity for this venture: we can envisage opening temporary class-rooms in each enterprise, industry, service provider, governmental and non governmental organisations, local administrations, ...

This is the vision for the Education Office of Cittadellarte. We have taken the first steps of this development of a Nomadic Perspective:

· Master course for the creative and sustainable enterprise, in partnership with University and Art Academies; Biella, 2007/8 and 2008/9; 

· Master course for the creative and sustainable enterprise: Alessandria 2008/9;

· Art and enterprise courses in Piedmont manufacturing companies.

· Curatorship of ROM Pavilion in the context of 2009 Venice Biennale (Venice Municipiality and Soros Foundation).

Nurope seems to be the perfect environment for this.

A light, fast moving, reasonably small think tank, with a strong vision and self motivation, with competences in business management, with a sound dialogical and analytical approach coming from the realm of philosophy and based on the centrality of art and culture in all human undertakings.

We are prepared to explore this challenge.

:RECEIVING BODIES; A pool of enterpreneurial organisations and public institutions around Italy and Europe. They provide the project with a "classroom" inside their very premises. They bring a subject to discuss and share (a topical decision in the organisation's life, a local / global problem, etc...). They subscribe for at least 1 chair of the nomadic group.

:NOMADS; post graduate students, cultural managers, art practicioners, sociology and economics researchers... They learn and they question. They elaborate proposals. They conceive scenarios...

:expected PARTNERS; with NUROPE partners and co-founders, Italian Industrial Association and their national university in Rome, ...

The participation to the expeditions of delegates from the involved bodies can be a pilot for an exchange programme thoughout Europe based not on Universities – as ERASMUS is – rather on enterprises and public institutions.

Cittadellarte sees this phase in Nurope's development as a major opportunity to directly experience and broaden the realtion between Art and the Enterpreneurial world.

