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Pictures

A nomad woman on her journey

Hanna Varis makes her comeback as a renaissance princess. 

Travel chest – memories from a journey in time. Hanna Varis’ work can be seen in Gallery G (Pieni Robertinkatu 10) until 9th of November. Tue, thu-fri 11-17, sat-sund 12-16. 
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Hanna Varis: Self portrait as a nomad, tempera, gouache, dry pastel painting, 2007.
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  Printmaker and art painter Hanna Varis (born in 1959), who in recent years has not given so many exhibitions, makes her comeback as a renaissance princess and a self aware cultural nomad. 

Known for her passionate, intellectuality depictions of females and spiritual fantasies,  the artist travels now in her images around European and Middle Eastern colorful history of art and image world. 
“The travel chest – memories from a journey in time” exhibition is also a private story of a woman’s journey. In it´s many details is seen an effect of the artists lengthy pondering and communication she has gone through.
Varis is a post graduate student in the international Nurope- innovation university. In this “nomad university” she has taken part in multicultural dialogues, the kind that would be impossible in a immovable seat of learning.
Varis finds symbols, color themes and marks from different cultures which she assembles into her work as a sophisticated carnival of sorts.

On the other hand the exhibitions small problem lies in its intelligence. 

To an average viewer Varis’ work entails lots of cultural history and political data which might be hard to point out or understand. This isn’t helped by the fact that the Nurope organization is not very well known in Finland. 

As a painter and printmaker Varis is a vivid illustrator and narrator which is seen, and has always been seen, in her decorative and colorful technique. It is characteristic of Varis to heavily underline the themes of her work and to have a sense of naivety in them.

In the end this isn’t a disadvantage, more the contrary. Instead you can see a slight disjointedness in the ambitious exhibition that stands out. Small, fragmented dissertations and bigger fantasy subjects are left in the shadows by the thematically overwhelming nomad paintings.

But great as it is. 
The core part of the exhibition is on display in Turku castle next spring, in which context Varis’ art historical cultural journey will get even more dignity and intelligibility.

Original text by: Jukka Yli-Lassila

Translated by: Joel Nelson, Asko Karsikas; Hanna Varis
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