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I n h er p resentation,  Ritva Siikala d esc ribes h er c h ild h ood  and  th e c u ltu ral and  
p olitic al situ ation d u ring  th is tim e:  I grew up in the years af ter W o rl d  W ar II in 
a sm al l  to wn in N o rthern F inl and .  E v eryb o d y f el t f o rgo tten up there b ec ause 
the po wer o f  the c o untry was c entred  f ar away,  in the so uth.  Sh e d esc ribes 
th e atm osp h ere of  f ear th ey w ere living  in. L o o k ing b ac k  I rem em b er that we 
f eared  the C o m m unist P arty who  had  wo n ab so l ute m aj o rity in the f irst 
el ec tio ns in o ur to wn.  T he wo rl d  was d iv id ed  into  “ us and  tho se o thers” .  T ho se 
o thers were c o m m unists,  B o l shev ik s,  red s,  wo rk ers,  whatev er,  b ut they were 
d ef initel y no t l ik e us,  who  were d eepl y ro o ted  in the white ( c o nserv ativ e,  
right wing)  F inl and .  W e were the true F inns,  the go o d  peo pl e.  T here was a 
to tal  d ic ho to m y:  the go o d  and  the b ad  were o n o ppo site sid es o f  the f enc e,  
and  there was no thing in b etween.  
 
W h en art sh ow ed  its p ow er,  th e d u alistic  w ay of  th inking  beg an to sof ten. T h e 
p u blic ation of  “ T ä ä llä  Poh j antä h d en alla”  by V ä inö  L inna w as c ru c ial f or th e 
atm osp h ere in th e w h ole c ou ntry. M y o wn pro gressio n had  started  earl ier.  A  
theatre perf o rm anc e o f  A nne F rank ’ s D iary in 1 9 5 7  had  shak en m y who l e 
wo rl d .  U ntil  then,  G erm ans had  o nl y b een the wel l -b ehav ing so l d iers who  
f il l ed  o ur to wn d uring the war,  the o f f ic ers with who m  m y f ather had  wo rk ed  
at the l o c al  ho spital .  
Siikala d esc ribes th e p olitic al and  ec onom ic  c h ang e in F inland  of  th e f ollow ing  
d ec ad es:  T he stand ard  o f  l iv ing has gro wn eno rm o usl y.  T he eternal  enem y,  
no w c al l ed  R ussia,  is no t f rightening at the m o m ent.  N either are the wo rk ers,  
tho se red s,  B o l shev ik s,  tho se o thers.  T he F innish peo pl e hav e m o v ed  f ro m  the 
c o untrysid e to  to wns and  f ro m  sm al l  to wns into  b igger c ities - an agrarian 
so c iety has b ec o m e an IT  so c iety.  
Sh e em p h asiz ed  th at th ose oth ers neverth eless still ex ist:  B ut we hav e f o und  a 
new l ine to  d raw b etween true F inns and  tho se o thers,  b etween the go o d  and  
the b ad .  A s o ne o f  the l ast c o untries in E uro pe,  F inl and  started  rec eiv ing 
ref ugees.  S ud d enl y we were f ac ing peo pl e who  are no t white,  no r hav e b l ue 
eyes o r b l o nd  hair.  W e were f ac ing “ tho se o thers” .   
 
T h e ex p erienc es f rom  h er c h ild h ood ,  h er p rof ession as a th eatre d irec tor and  
h er ow n m u ltic u ltu ral lif e h ave m ad e h er aim  to bring  tog eth er p eop le f rom  
d if f erent c u ltu ral bac kg rou nd s in h er th eatre. W h en F innish  id entity w as 
c reated  as late as at th e end  of  th e 19th c entu ry,  th e arts w ere of  g reat 
im p ortanc e. A rtists were the l ead ers and  they were giv ing f o rm  to  new 
tho ughts.  I think  that the artist sho ul d  tak e the l ead  to d ay in c reating a new 
F innish id entity and  the newc o m ers “ N ew-F inns”  as I l ik e to  c al l  them  sho ul d  
tak e part in the rec reatio n as eq ual  partners.  W ith  h er w ork sh e p u rsu es th e 
targ et of  a c u ltu rally ric h ,  op en-m ind ed  and  d ynam ic  F inland . 
 


